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Introduction 

 
GEO Foundation is pleased to confirm that Golf Della Montecchia has successfully achieved GEO Certified® status for its outstanding work to foster 
nature, conserve resources and support the community.  
 
GEO Certified® is the most respected certification for golf, based on a credibly and transparently developed modern sustainability Standard of best 
practice. 
 
Golf Della Montecchia has: 

1. Met the required certification criteria for sustainable golf operations 
2. Successfully completed the official third-party verification process  
3. Successfully passed the final evaluation by GEO Certification Ltd. (autonomous subsidiary of GEO Foundation) 

 
GEO agreed with the conclusions of the official verification report, that, having achieved all mandatory criteria; and with specific Continual Improvement 
Points set for the future, Golf Della Montecchia should be awarded GEO Certified® status. 
 
For the certification period stated above, Golf Della Montecchia can therefore claim a position as a leader in advancing sustainability in golf – making 
important contributions in protecting nature, conserving resources and strengthening communities.   
 
The GEO Certified® Report that follows comments on the actions undertaken against the criteria, as observed by the Independent Verifier during the 
assurance process.   
 
Certification is nearly always the result of a dedicated team effort resulting in many practical and valuable social and environmental results around the golf 
course, maintenance facility and clubhouse.  These dedication and leadership qualities are an important part of ensuring the resilience of the golf facility 
and the golf industry into the future and also as part of society’s wider effort to pull together for people and planet.   
 
We congratulate all involved. 
 

 
 

 
 

Kelli Jerome 
Executive Director, GEO Foundation 
 

Richard Allison 
Manager, GEO Certified Facilities 
 

Jonathan Smith 
Founder and Executive Director, GEO Foundation 
GEO Certification Ltd. Board Member  



 
              

Verification and Certification  

 

Verification 

The official third-party audit was carried out by an independent verifier, accredited by GEO to undertake verifications of golf facilities applying for 
certification. 

Verification involves reviewing practices and data, using the International Voluntary Standard for Sustainable Golf Operations as the guide to ensure 
comprehensive and consistent evaluation of performance.  A detailed verification report is submitted for evaluation by GEO Certification Ltd, a subsidiary of 
GEO Foundation. 
 
Certification  

GEO Certification Ltd, an autonomous subsidiary of GEO Foundation [both not-for-profit entities], undertook a full review of all content submitted through 
the OnCourse® online platform and the report submitted by the verifier, ensuring: 
 

• Comprehensiveness – that activities undertaken touched on all elements of the Standard 
• Consistency – that the verification approach was balanced, well weighted and with consistent depth of evaluation across each theme 
• Accuracy - matching the verification report with evidence submitted by the golf facility to ensure statements and claims were accurate 

 
GEO Foundation is an international not-for-profit founded to advocate, support and reward sustainability in and through golf.  Over more than ten years, the 
group has worked collaboratively with dozens of golf industry associations and government and non-government organisations around the world, to help 
golf become a sustainability leader, striving for a net positive social and environmental impact. In addition to managing and assuring GEO Certified®, GEO 
Foundation also provides a suite of credible, practical programmes for golf facility management, new golf developments and golf tournaments called 
OnCourse®, often delivered in partnership with national golf bodies.  Find out more at www.sustainable.golf 
 
 
Credibility  

GEO Certified® is part of the ISEAL Alliance, a group of the world’s foremost credible certification systems including Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance, Forest 
Stewardship Council, Marine Stewardship Council and many others.  GEO Foundation earned and retains full membership of the ISEAL Alliance global 
association following a rigorous evaluation against the ISEAL Codes of Credibility in Sustainability Standards and Certification.  The ISEAL Codes cover 
standard-setting, assurance, and monitoring and evaluation.   Find out more at www.isealalliance.org 



 
              

 

Verifier’s Report  
 
 
The Sustainability Agenda for golf covers the following themes and action areas: 
 

THEMES ACTION AREAS 

Nature 
• Habitats & Biodiversity 
• Turfgrass management 
• Pollution prevention 

Resources 
• Water 
• Energy 
• Materials 

Community 
• Partnerships & Outreach 
• Golfing & Employment 
• Advocacy & Communications 

 
Included below are the observations made by the Independent Verifier against each item in the Standard.    

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The GC La Montecchia is located in northern Italy in the Veneto region, about 10 kilometers away from the city of Padua. It has 27 holes and covers a surface of 94 
hectares at an altitude of 16 meters above the sea level. The geographical coordinates are: Latitude 45° 23' 12'' North and Longitude 11° 45' 48'' East. The construction of 
the holes dates back to 1988/89 (first 18 holes) and to 1990 (third nine holes). The landscape observed from the club and the weather conditions are those typical of the 
Po Valley, open and level land characterised by intense cold in the winter and sultry heat in the summer, of continental nature. The soil presents silt and sandy loams in 
line with the alluvial soil types that are common in the area. There are no forests or significant areas of wetland; the land is largely dedicated to agricultural crops, 
especially vineyards and arable land. Originally, the golf property was owned by Count Capodilista, to which the Renaissance villa and the castle near the clubhouse 
dating back to the Middle Age period belong. Many areas of zero or low maintenance have been defined on the golf course, where herbaceous vegetation has been 
allowed to grow freely, enabling it to blend into the natural landscape. 
 
The vicinity of the Parco Regionale dei Colli Euganei (Regional Park of the Euganean Hills) means that you can enjoy breathtaking views of the hills and distant Alps. In 
2007, the GC La Montecchia was awarded a certificate of merit and in 2012 the “Committed to Green” prize for the Water category. The Club has also been mentioned by 



 
              

the R&A as a case study concerning the conversion of the turfgrass from cool-season species to warm-season varieties (it is the most northern site in Europe where warm-
season turfgrasses have been integrated throughout the course). R&A also mentions the Club has an implementation model to convert the turfgrass from cool-season to 
warm-season species. In 2014 and 2015, the Club received the “Sustainability Award IAGTO” at the annual IGTM Golf Trade show. Again in 2015, the Club adopted the 
231 model for a specific article of Law no. 81 /08 on quality and security system to prevent management responsibility. The club has recently also conducted specific 
censuses: the first on wintering waterfowl by I.S.P.R.A. (Environmental Research Agency of the Ministry of Environment), the second on amphibians and reptiles for the 
Padua County Atlas (Triturus vulgaris, Bufo viridis, Rana dalmatina). As regards GEO the Club was awarded the initial certification in the 2013 and the recertification in the 
2016. 
 
Since 2015 the Club is involved in the BioGolf Project, leaded by Legambiente, FederParchi, Fondazione Univerde, Istituto per il Credito Sportivo, Federazione Italiana 
Golf, with the aim to manage a turf maintenance without any chemicals and using only organic products.  
After the technical visit (Paolo Croce and Marta Visentin – August, 26, 2019) there was a positive evaluation of the work done by the Club to improve sustainability.  
 
Il GC Della Montecchia è situato in nord Italia nella Regione Veneto a circa 10 km dalla città di Padova. Ha 27 buche e si estende per 94 ettari ad una quota di 16 metri 
s.l.m. Coordinate geografiche: Latitudine nord 45° 23' 12''. Longitudine est 11° 45' 48''. Il percorso è stato costuito negli anni 1988/89 (prime 18 buche) e 1990 (terze nove 
buche). Il panorama che si osserva dal circolo e il clima sono quelli tipici della pianura Padana, ambienti aperti pianeggianti caratterizzati da freddo intenso invernale e 
caldo torrido in estate di natura continentale. Il suolo presenta caratteristiche franco limose e franco sabbiose in linea con la tipologia dei terreni alluvionali della zona. Non 
vi sono coperture boschive né zone umide di rilievo, la vista spazia su colture agricole prevalentemente vite e seminativo. La proprietà del golf era originariamente parte 
dei possedimenti del Conte Capodilista cui appartiene la villa rinascimentale ed il castello risalente al periodo medioevale adiacenti al Club House. Nel percorso di golf 
sono state definite diverse aree a nulla o bassa manutenzione in cui la vegetazione prativa cresce spontaneamente anche per una migliore armonizzazione del percorso 
nel territorio. 
Il Parco Regionale dei Colli Euganei limitrofo, fornisce belle viste sulle colline e a distanza si vedono le Alpi. Il GC Della Montecchia ha ricevuto nel 2007 un attestato di 
merito e nel 2012 un premio Impegnati nel Verde per la categoria Acqua; è inoltre citato del sito della R&A come case study per la conversione del tappeto erboso da 
micro a macroterme (sito più settentrionale in Europa dove le specie macroterme sono state inserite su tutto il percorso). Il Club ha ricevuto menzione dal R & A quale 
modello attuativo di conversione del tappeto erboso da specie microterme a specie macroterme.  Sia nel 2014 che nel 2015, il Club ha ricevuto il “Sustainability Award 
IAGTO” nel corso dell'annuale IGTM Golf Trade show. Ancora nel 2015, il Club si è dotato del modello 231 (Legge n° 81/08) quale marchio di qualità per la responsabilità 
manageriale. Il Club ha anche recentemente condotto ulteriori censimenti. Il primo sugli uccelli acquatici svernanti promosso dall'I.S.P.R.A. (Istituto Superiore per la 
Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale) ente di ricerca del Ministero dell'Ambiente, il secondo effettuato dalla Padua County Atlas su anfibi e rettili (Triturus vulgaris, Bufo 
viridis, Rana dalmatina). Per ciò che concerne GEO il Club ha ottenuto la certificazione iniziale nel 2013 e la ricertificazione nel 2016. A partire dal 2015 il Club ha messo a 
disposizione le nove buche del percorso giallo per il primo “case study” del progetto BioGolf, sostenuto da Legambiente, FederParchi, Fondazione Univerde, Istituto per il 
Credito Sportivo, Federazione Italiana Golf,  e che prevede la manutenzione di un percorso di golf senza l'ausilio di qualsiasi prodotto chimico di sintesi. 
La visita effettuata da Paolo Croce e Marta Visentin il 26 agosto 2019 ha permesso di valutare con giudizio positivo il lavoro attuato in questi ultimi anni per un 
miglioramento della sostenibilità ambientale della struttura e per concedere la ricertificazione GEO. 

 
NATURE 
 
Golf Club Montecchia has a traditional continental habitat of the Po Valley. From a climatic standpoint there are cold winters and very warm summers, precipitations are 
often poorly distributed with long periods of droughts and heavy rainy days. There are no woods or forests, but cultivated lands sown with grains and vineyards. During the 
construction phase, various tree species, especially native varieties, were planted. Over recent years, the club has adopted a policy promoting uncultivated areas between 
holes, for better harmonisation of the golf course with the surrounding territory. 
 



 
              

The playing area subject to maintenance measures approx. 49 ha out of a total of 94 ha, making up the entire estate bordering Parco Regionale dei Colli Euganei 
(Regional Park of the Euganean Hills), with which it is perfectly integrated. There are different habitats included in the 45 ha outside the playing area: 
 

• Native woodland 7 ha 
• Non-native woodland 2 ha 
• Open Sand 2 ha 
• Scrub vegetation 3 ha 
• Wetland 0,2 ha 
• Wild grassland 3 ha  
• Open water 2 ha 
• Open grassland 25 ha 

 
In 2018, there was a significant increase in the creation of uncultivated areas in order to favour biodiversity as much as possible. Ornithological and entomological 
censuses have been carried out and a vegetation study commissioned to the University of Bologna (Prof. Minelli). The most interesting species observed include: 
 
Grey Heron, Little Egret, Common Kestrel, European Nightjar, European Green Woodpecker, Barn Swallow, Common House Martin, Common Starling, Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow. 
 
Again with the aim of promoting biodiversity, a three-year study by the University of Padua has just been completed and addressed the best management practices to 
increase the re-naturalisation of the secondary rough. Recently, the University of Bologna studied the transition of turfgrass from cool-season species (on tees, fairways 
and semi rough for 18 holes and on greens, tees, fairways and semi rough for 9 holes), confirming the absolute greater environmental sustainability of warm-season 
varieties even at latitudes beyond the 45° parallel. In the past three years, the club started the “Operation Pollinator” project, which aims to create new ideal habitats for 
pollinating insects by seeding special essences rich in nectar and pollen, and installing insect houses. 
 
Out of the 49 ha subject to maintenance (52% of the total property) the irrigation surface measures 30 ha (40% of the total property). The turfgrass consists largely of 
Bermuda Patriot (Cynodon dactylon x Cynodon transvaalensis cv Patriot) on tees, fairways and semirough, which is generally overseeded with Lolium perenne. On 
greens, collars and aprons, there is Agrostis stolonifera, with the exception of the nine holes of the yellow golf course, where Bermuda (Cynodon dactylon x Cynodon 
transvaalensis cv Miniverde) is also established on greens. It is the only golf course in Northern Italy to have warm-season species on greens. The primary rough consists 
of mixes of cool-season varieties, including Festuca arundinacea, whereas there is spontaneous natural vegetation in the secondary rough. Golf course maintenance fully 
respects environmental sustainability and strongly favours mechanical cultivation operations (topdressings, verticuttings, corings, etc.) and the abolition of all chemical 
treatment to control adversities. On the yellow golf course, the adoption of the BioGolf protocol requires the use of exclusively natural organic products. As regards 
fertilisation, nutrient input is extremely low: 16.8 kg/ha for N, 1.61 kg/ha for P and 15.53 kg/ha for K. The recorded data is well below the average of the other golf courses 
in the Po Valley (40 kg/ha, 6 kg/ha, 33 kg/ha respectively) and extremely below the average of the local agricultural cultivations (156 kg/ha, 57 kg/ha, 73 kg/ha respectively 
- “Golf Courses and Traditional Crops: a Comparison of Inputs” - Croce et al – 2008). For the near future, the Club aims to increase the % of natural organic N employed, 
which currently amounts to 50%. The Club does not do any chemical pesticide treatment to control adversities, with the sole exception of three treatments on greens as 
provided for by the exemptions foreseen in the National Action Plan (PAN). 
 
The club strictly respects the perimetral buffer zones along the artificial water reservoirs, as well as environmental precautions (timing, absence of wind, dry grass, closed 
golf course) to distribute pesticides by way of derogations and fertilisers. 
 



 
              

The maintenance centre is well organised with a good division of spaces. Potentially hazardous materials (fuels and lubricants, pesticides and nitrogen fertilisers) are 
stored safely and responsibly. The machinery washing platform is fitted with all equipment (e.g. oil separator) preventing possible dispersion of potentially polluting agents 
into the environment. 
On a yearly basis, chemical/physical analysis and chemical soil analyses are performed to ascertain the irrigation water quality. 
 
As is appropriate, clippings are not collected, but returned to the turfgrass with the sole exceptions of the greens/collars, where clippings are scattered on the neighbouring 
semi-rough and rough. 

 
RESOURCES 
 

The water supply sources are wells (46% of the total) and artificial water reservoirs (54% of the total). The large-scale establishment of warm-season species has 
significantly reduced irrigation consumption, which in recent years averaged 93,000 m³ - a very low amount dor a 27-hole golf course (990 m³/ha compared to the average 
of the Po Valley’s golf courses of 1,333 m³/ha and the average of the main local crops of 2,437 m³/ha). Drinking water consumption in the clubhouse and maintenance 
centre averages about 9,300 m³/year. Overall, however, there has been a reduction in water consumption of 27% from 2017 to 2018. The double and triple-row irrigation 
system is fully automated via PC and constantly controlled and monitored by the maintenance staff. 
 
For many years, the club has implemented a policy aimed at reducing its energy consumption through waste reduction awareness-raising campaigns targeting its 
members, self-production (photovoltaic panels on the Maintenance Centre roof) and increasing the renewable energy share purchased by external suppliers. In absolute 
terms, the creation of new facilities (such as the Performance Centre) has led to an increase in energy consumption from non-renewable sources (about 
646.000 kWh/year, with more than 50.000 l of natural gas for heating) in recent years. However, this trend was reversed in 2018 with a 5% reduction. Annual consumption 
of fuel for maintenance equipment (diesel and petrol) and lubricant oils has been constant over time and in line with the number of machinery present. 
 
The club has no precise data on the quantity of waste produced, because the collection method of the municipal service does not include such a measure. Efforts to 
address this shortcoming have been made by means of a rough estimate based on the separate collection (plastic 75%, glass 60%, paper 75%, metals 90%, organic 
materials 90%). The club discourages the use of single-use liquid containers (e.g. encouraging flasks, fountains along the golf course) and aims to eliminate plastic bags 
and containers. The golf course can recycle soil, sand, turf, clippings, cores, leaves and small branches through an appropriate composting chain. 
 
 
COMMUNITY 
 
 
This is probably the most committed Italian club in terms of promotion and communication of its environmental activities. The club uses all the means at its disposal (web 
site, newspapers, periodicals, social media, email, TV, radio, leaflets and/or booklets) to provide information on its many activities. Below are the activities carried out over 
the past three years: 
 

• BioGolf case study 
• Adaptability of the northern Italian climate to Bermuda cv Miniverde on greens and water consumption comparisons 
• New optimisation techniques for bunker management  



 
              

• Assessment of organic products to control spring dead spot (Ophiosphaerella spp) 
• Vegetation study by the University of Bologna 
• Naturalisation of uncultivated areas 
• mparison of biological technical alternatives to control weeds 
• CoStart of Rhinantus study with the University of Padua 
• Start of entomological study 

 
The Performance Centre and the two club restaurants are traditionally open to the public and there are many open days devoted to students, where teenagers are taught 
to respect nature and guided to acquire some knowledge of golf and the environment.  
 
The staff employed for course maintenance, in the clubhouse and in the Performance Centre are highly qualified, thanks to constant professional updating by means of 
specific training courses. 
 
The club is high frequented by its members, but also by a constant flow of tourists, making it one of the most visited clubs in Italy. Therefore, its environmental initiatives 
have also a higher influence and resonance outside golf and national boundaries. Charity events are organised with generally collect approx. €10,000 per year.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

• One of the three Italian clubs engaged in the BioGolf protocol, which foresees the elimination of synthetic chemical products.  
• The Italian club most committed to the application, promotion and widespread of best practices of environmental sustainability. 
• The only Italian club that has a golf path (third nine holes, called green golf course) entirely established with warm-season species. 
• Significant decrease in water consumption and nutrients and decrease almost to zero of pesticide administration (use of PAN derogations). 
• Significant increase of natural areas and vegetation (re-naturalisation project). 
• Collaboration with the University of Bologna and Padua to carry out studies on environmental management, vegetation and animal censuses.  
• Welcoming and environmental educational program for students of all school types and at all levels 
• Own production of honey thanks to the project “Operation Pollinator”. 

 



 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Golf and Sustainability 

Among all sports, golf has a particularly close relationship 
with the environment and communities, golf facilities can 

bring many benefits to people and nature - from the 
protection of greenspace and conservation of biodiversity; 

healthy recreation for all ages; local supply chains; and jobs, 
tourism and other forms of economic value. 

Adopting a more sustainable approach is also good for golf. 
It’s about presenting a high-quality golf course and providing 
a memorable experience in natural surroundings. It’s about 
being as efficient as possible. And it’s about supporting the 

community in a range of ways that bring increased 
recognition, respect and contact. 

At a broader level, it's important that golf credibly 
demonstrates its commitment, and its social and 

environmental value – strengthening the sport’s image and 
reputation for the long term. 

Golf facilities that participate in OnCourse®, an international 
sustainability initiative assured by the non-profit GEO 

Foundation, are taking a comprehensive approach and 
striving to be leaders in the community. 

Find out more at www.sustainable.golf 


